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DOG BREEDS

The Chinook dog is a rare breed that was 
developed in North America during the 
early 20th century as a working sled dog. 
This breed was derived from a single dog 
called Chinook, owned by Arthur Walden 
in the 1920s. 

The original Chinook dog was the 
result of crossing breeds, namely a 
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Husky with a Mastiff-like dog, but the 
offspring (including Chinook himself ) 
did not closely resemble either of 
the parents. Later, most of Chinook’s 
offspring were similar to their father, 
and descendents were later bred with 
German Shepherd dogs, Eskimo dogs, 
and Belgian Sheepdogs, among other 
breeds. Chinook’s progeny ultimately 
created the Chinook breed that had the 
desired traits, such as being of good 
temperament and intelligence, strong, 
and fast. 

In later years, Chinook dogs were bred 
by Julia Lombard and Perry Green. Green 
bred Chinook dogs from the 1930s until 
1963, and was the only breeder for many 
years. After his passing, the population 
of Chinook dogs dwindled, until there 
were only eleven breeding dogs left in 
1981. Today, Chinook dogs are still rare 
with only around 700 in existence. Some 
mixes can also be registered as Chinook 
dogs if they are crossed with breeds that 
ar part of the Chinook breed ancestry 
(German Shepherd dogs, etc).
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A Chinook is an energetic and friendly dog.
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CHINOOK
From pulling sleds to family dog

With a short history, and few dogs in existence, the Chinook 
is a little known North American breed.  Originating from a 
single dog, named Chinook, their numbers dwindled until 
recent years when a few individuals sought to save this 
beautiful, athletic and friendly dog from extinction.

Chinook
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Traditionally, Chinook dogs and the 
breeds they were derived from were 
working dogs who liked to pull. While 
Chinook dogs are largely employed as 
family companions nowadays due to 
their affable temperament, some dogs 
are using their skill set to find a job. 
Chinook dogs are sometimes employed 
for search and rescue, obedience, agility, 
flyball, packing, herding, and “skijoring” 
(dog pulls a human who is on skis).
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CHINOOK

The Chinook typically weighs between 
55 and 90 pounds, with a height that 
ranges between 21 and 27 inches. It is 
a lean, muscular, and tawny-colored 
dog that may include darker markings 
around the muzzle and ears. 

A Chinook dog can have drop, prick, or 
“helicopter” ears. Helicopter ears are 
described as “similar to flying ears except 
that the outer edges of the ears fold 
inward and the inside edges of the ear 
stand out from the head, parallel to the 
ground .“ Chinooks should have a broad, 
rectangular shaped head with a strong 
muzzle. Its tail is saber shaped, and well-
furred. 

The Chinook has a double coat with a 
course outer layer with a soft undercoat 
that does not require a lot of grooming. 
While Chinook dogs have a double coat, 
they are said to vary in the amount of 
fur they shed. Some are said to be heavy 
shedders, while others shed twice per 
year. Other Chinook owners report very 
little shedding.  

The overall physical appearance can 

Inconsistent appearance
Looks can vary in Chinook dogs; for example, some dogs closely 
resemble a shepherd, while others look like a lab.  Some shed a lot 
while others do not.  However, most Chinook fur is “tawny” in color.

A Chinook dog weighs between 55 and 90 lbs.

Build and appearance

A Chinook can have helicopter, prick, or drop ears.
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Understanding behavior characteristics that are typical for a 
breed is important before you choose to introduce any dog 
into your life.
The ideal Chinook dog is not aggressive 
to people or other dogs, and is calm, 
affectionate and friendly with both 
children, strangers (including unknown 
children), other household pets, and 
even livestock. These dogs can naturally 
be shy, reserved, or employ caution 
around strangers and in unfamiliar 
environments, but should remain 
friendly towards them regardless. 
Excessive reservation can be avoided by 
early socialization with other people, and 
shyness should never turn into any form 
of aggression. As such, Chinook dogs 
are not protection dogs: they may alert 
you to the presence of a stranger, but are 
not known to deter strangers from their 
territory. 

Some Chinooks love to dig holes to 
either lie or play in, and is not typically 
used as a method of escape. Digging is a 
natural trait for some dogs of this breed 
that is difficult or impossible to deter 
completely. 

Chinook dogs are bred to be workers 

Behavior and 

Temperament

Health and life 
expectancy

Bonding with your Chinook 
will make training easier, 
and you look like a pro. 
Just watch you and your 
pup excel in training, tricks, 
agility, or just doing as she’s 
told!

Illnesses aren’t common in 
Chinook dogs, but remember 
to budget for emergencies or 
unexpected health issues. 

The Chinook can suffer from 
the following conditions: 
•	 Hip dysplasia
•	 Canine epilepsy
•	 Seizures
•	 Cryptorchidism
•	 Eye and skin abnormalities

Health problems are only 
known to occur in a very small 
percentage of Chinooks.  The 
Chinook has a life expectancy 
of between 10 and 15 years of 
age.
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vary in Chinook dogs; for example, some 
of these dogs more closely resemble a 
shepherd, while others may resemble 
a lab. The Chinook is agile and has 
great drive, which makes them great 
candidates for agility training.

and team players, historically this 
trait was used to pull a sled to a given 
destination. Some breed experts say 
that male Chinook dogs tend to be 
more affectionate than females, who are 
known to be somewhat independent. 
Chinook dogs are not known to bark 
a lot, and some are said to make other 
kinds of noises such as whining or 
wooing. This breed tends to closely bond 
with its family, and will want to join you 
wherever you go. Because of this, they 
typically have excellent recall and are 
dependable off-leash.  However, despite 
this close bond, a Chinook is able to 
entertain himself when left at home for 
awhile. 

Chinooks are smart dogs who are 
adaptable, and easy to train using clear, 
consistent, confident, and positive 
training methods and leadership. Harsh 
techniques do not work well with the 
Chinook, as these dogs can be sensitive 
in nature or can become “strong willed” 
with placating owners.

Learn about the size, weight, 
and how much a Chinook 
can shed so you know 
whether he fits in your car or 
you need a new vacuum.

Exercise
Moderate daily exercise is required to 
maintain the health and happiness of a 
Chinook dog. This can include running, 
walking, or working the dog and should 
actively involve the human companion. 
Ideally, and after you have trained recall, 
exercise will include off-leash activity 

several times per week so the dog is able 
to run at its own pace. Chinook dogs are 
not natural water or retriever dogs. While 
some Chinooks will enjoy the water or 
playing fetch, these activities may have 
to be taught to this breed.

As long as the Chinook is regularly 
exercised, it can live in an apartment 
or a house. As with any dog, your 
companion should be incorporated into 
the household activities and not left in 
backyard or live on a chain in isolation. 
Due to a Chinook’s sensitive and loyal 
nature, it thrives with consistent and 
regular human interaction.

CHINOOK

Grooming
Chinook owners recommend brushing 
the dogs on a daily bases to keep 
shedding under control. They also 
recommend bathing the dogs only once 
or twice per year, or on an as-needed 
basis.  A Chinook’s nails can be thick and 
grow very fast and you may need to trim 
them on a weekly basis. Other grooming 
requirements (such as ears, skin, paws, 
and teeth) are the same as other breeds.
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Dogs: Ultimate Dictionary of 
over 1000 Dog Breeds
Desmond Morris

Choosing a Dog:  Your Guide to 
Picking the Perfect Breed
Nancy Baer, Steve Duno

World Atlas of Dog Breeds
Dominique De Vito

For more information
on dog breeds: 

Dogster Contains a section devoted to 
breeds, and many other useful sections 
of the site (social areas, news, and more)

PetConnection blog Informative posts 
from a variety of animal advocates.

Dog Breed Info Center Comprehensive 
list of breeds that includes breed 
groupings (such as Jogging, Cur, and 
Lap). 

DogTime Includes details and care 
instructions for many breeds.

Excellent web resources offering information on dog 
breeds, behavior, and welfare:

American Kennel Club List of 
breeds with standards and additional 
information.

Other End of the Leash Blog from 
Patricia McConnell

YesBiscuit Animal welfare and news.

KC Dog Blog Animal welfare and news.

DogThusiast: for the dog enthusiast

This breed report is brought to you by www.dogthusiast.com. 

Remember that dogs are individuals and the quality of breeders 
varies.  Some dogs of this breed may not match the characteristics 
outlined in this guide. Choose your puppy or dog after carefully 
observing it as long as possible, and also meet littermates, parents, 
or related dogs if you can. Remember that other illnesses may 
affect your dog, and to plan and budget accordingly. And of course 
remember that there are many dogs, including purebreds, 
available in shelters and rescues that await a loving family.

For more information on the website, comments, feedback, or to 
post your own story, please contact jen@dogthusiast.com. 
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